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Insights for Change
CDPR's latest 'Insights for Change' series attempts to take an analytical approach to devising action-oriented 

policy solutions. They are authored by economists and practitioners who are experts in their field. 

Dr. Sanval Nasim Dr. Farah SaidDr. Kulsum Ahmed

Increasing Productivity in Pakistan through a Gender and Vulnerability Lens

Read More

Productivity and Resilience in Poor Households through an Environmental 

and Gender Lens

       THE last few years has seen a welcome shift by government to addressing 

the needs of poor and vulnerable households in Pakistan. In 2018-2019, it was 

estimated that 52% of the entire population of Pakistan was vulnerable to falling 

back into poverty (Jamal 2021).  To further understanding in this area, we 

conducted research on the needs of vulnerable households from both an 

environmental and a gender standpoint.  What we found (and did not find) 

provides much insight for change.

“
Read More

“

Prioritizing Climate Action through a Health and Vulnerability Lens

       WE can prioritize climate action in several ways in Pakistan. One compelling 

way is to identify actions in areas that not only reduce greenhouse gas (GHG) 

emissions but also yield considerable local benefits such as better health for all 

citizens, higher productivity, and lower vulnerability of low-income households to 

health-related income shocks.

“
Read More

“

Reforming Pakistan's Taxes for Sustainable and Inclusive Growth

Read More

       THE Policy Note is prepared by Consortium for Development Policy Research (CDPR) in collaboration with UK Aid-funded Revenue 

Mobilization, Investment and Trade (REMIT) Programme. The lead author of this report was Dr. Sher Afghan Asad (Lahore University of 

Management Sciences) with support from Hina Shaikh (International Growth Centre) and Zara Salman (CDPR). 

Increasing tax revenues has been a major challenge for Pakistan. It has one of the lowest tax-to-GDP ratios, especially in comparison to 

countries with similar development levels. Low tax collection combined with high public expenditure has led to a chronic fiscal deficit and 

a rising debt burden for Pakistan leading to an unprecedented economic crisis such that the country is on the verge of default. To ensure 

macroeconomic stability, the government needs to substantially enhance revenue collection while ensuring that taxes result in minimum 

distortions and encourage economic growth. A well-designed tax system can be a catalyst for growth and competitiveness. The 

recommendations outlined in this policy note can nudge Pakistan towards sustainable and inclusive growth. The budget 2022-23 has 

taken some steps in the right direction, however, there are other areas where there is room for considerable improvement.

“

“

Fellows’ Articles

Pakistan: the way forward?

       MUCH seems to have changed in Pakistan in the last year or so. A lot more 

people are a lot more concerned about where we are and, more importantly, 

where we are headed — if we are indeed headed anywhere as a nation and 

country.

“
Read More

“

Dr. Faisal Bari
Associate Professor, Department

of Economics, LUMS

Dr. Homi Kharas
Senior Fellow - Global Economy

& Development, Center for

Sustainable Development,

Brookings

Dr. Umair Javed
Assistant Professor of Politics

and Sociology, LUMS

Dr. Riaz Riazuddin
Deputy Governor of the

State Bank of Pakistan

The Forgotten 3 Billion

       WHEN policymakers met in Washington D.C. last week, there was plenty of 

talk about the poor, the middle class, and the rich.

In his 1969 poem “The Poor,” Roberto Sosa writes “The poor are many /and so/ 

–impossible to forget.” At that time, over half of the global population lived in 

extreme poverty ( less than $1.90 per day per person).

“
Read More

“

Maintaining Perspective on Class

       PAKISTAN’S middle class and its political role is a frequent subject of debate 

and analysis, especially on online fora. The discussion is usually polarised, with 

opposing viewpoints on the damage or improvement brought about by the middle 

class to Pakistan’s economic and political stability.

“
Read More

“

Our Industrial Strength

       HOW can we measure the industrial strength of our country? The strength of 

a human being is the force exerted by his muscles. Muscular strength determines 

a person’s strength. While there is no simple indicator of industrial strength it can 

be argued that the production of iron and steel and its share in industry largely 

determines a country’s industrial strength. The Quran too emphasises the 

importance of iron. Surah 57 is named ‘Al Hadid’ (The Iron). From pots and pans 

to pumps and motors to bridges and tanks, made of iron and steel, everyone 

derives much utility and benefits.

“

Read More

“
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4.1

In Pakistan, policy decisions and public discourse are 

often uniformed by available research. The Consortium 

for Development Policy Research (CDPR) bridges this 

gap by communicating cutting-edge, evidence-based 

research on development issues in Pakistan to an 

audience of policymakers, students, the media and the 

wider public. With support from the International 

Growth Centre (IGC), CDPR disseminates policy briefs, 

hosts events, engages with the media and produces digital 

content to make topics in development research such as

economic growth, energy, education, health and 

governance intelligible to both decision makers & 

the public.

For regular updates regarding CDPR’s policy

and research work please follow us on:
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Policy Note

This article is last in a series of three articles based on a report prepared by the 

International Growth Center (IGC) and the Consortium for Development Policy 

Research (CDPR).

    CLUSTERED just above the poverty line, a large share of low-income 

households is vulnerable to economic shocks and can slip back into poverty[1]. 

Government of Pakistan (GOP) has responded to the shocks with targeted 

support to vulnerable households. The report,[2] on which this brief is based, 

argues that reducing vulnerability to shocks also requires lowering the health cost 

associated with poor quality of air and water (addressed in a separate brief[3]) 

and increasing income opportunities for women.

“ “

CDPR NEWSLETTER
October 2022

c d p r

CONTENTS OF LAST MONTH’S NEWSLETTER

https://devpakblog.com/2022/10/03/increasing-productivity-in-pakistan-through-a-gender-and-vulnerability-lens/
https://devpakblog.com/2022/08/29/productivity-and-resilience-in-poor-households-through-an-environmental-and-gender-lens/
https://devpakblog.com/2022/09/19/prioritizing-climate-action-through-a-health-and-vulnerability-lens/
https://cdpr.org.pk/wp-content/uploads/2022/04/REFORMING-PAKISTAN%E2%80%99S-TAXES-FOR-SUSTAINABLE-AND-INCLUSIVE-GROWTH_compressed.pdf
https://www.dawn.com/news/1717303/pakistan-the-way-forward
https://www.dawn.com/news/1715472/maintaining-perspective-on-class
https://www.dawn.com/news/1712814/our-industrial-strength
https://www.brookings.edu/blog/future-development/2022/10/21/the-forgotten-3-billion/
https://www.facebook.com/CDPRPak
https://twitter.com/CDPRPak
https://www.instagram.com/cdprpak/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/consortium-for-development-policy-research/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCKkYNykyUZ_l-68qw7JsLVg/featured

