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0

20000

40000

60000

80000

100000

120000

140000

160000

20
06

-0
7

20
07

-0
8

20
08

-0
9

20
09

-1
0

20
12

-1
3

20
13

-1
4

20
14

-1
5

20
15

-1
6

20
16

-1
7

20
17

-1
8

20
18

-1
9

20
19

-2
0

20
20

-2
1

% of electricity generation by type (yearly)

0

10

20

30

40

50

60

70

80

90

100

20
06

-0
7

20
07

-0
8

20
08

-0
9

20
09

-1
0

20
12

-1
3

20
13

-1
4

20
14

-1
5

20
15

-1
6

20
16

-1
7

20
17

-1
8

20
18

-1
9

20
19

-2
0

20
20

-2
1

Nuclear Hydel Thermal Bagasse Solar Wind

Lahore Karachi Islamabad

Jan
23

Feb
23

Mar
23

Apr
23

May
23

Jun
23

Jul
23

Aug
23

Sep
23

Oct
23

Nov
23

500

400

300

200

100

0 Nov
23

Jan
23

Feb
23

Mar
23

Apr
23

May
23

Jun
23

Jul
23

Aug
23

Sep
23

Oct
23

0

100

300

200

MACRODATA
TRADE

BALANCE OF PAYMENTS

PRICES

ENERGY

AIR QUALITY

TABLE OF CONTENTS

1

1.1

1.2

1.3

1.4

1.5

Macrodata

2.1

2.2

2.3

2 Projects Recap

3.1

3.2

3.3

3.4

3.5

3.6

Responding to Pakistan's Floods

Towards Industrial Policy 2.0 – Part 1 & Part 2

How would Avoiding Child Marriages Affect Human
Capital Outcomes in Pakistan?

The Dark Side of Real Estate: Uncovering its Malevolent
Influence on National Economic Progression

Foundational Learning During Emergencies-
Learning is Not a Lost Cause in Pakistan 

Navigating Pakistan's Power Sector Crisis: Challenges,
IMF Recommendations, and the Path to Sustainable Reform

3 Insights for Change Recap

4

4.1

4.2

4.3

4.4

4.5

4.6

Saving Pakistan from Default

Why Are Pakistanis Leaving the Country?

Pakistan's Foreign Policy in Review

 Navigating Climate Governance 

How Much Say Do Voters Have over Election
Outcomes?

Afghan's Forced Exodus: Justified or Unwarranted?

Podcasts Recap

5.1 Pathways to Development 

5 Annual Conference

6.1

5.2

6.3

6.4

MOU Signing on Climate Change

Punjab's Air Pollution: Research, Policy, and
Practice 

Setting the Agenda for Climate Change and
Development in Pakistan

Climate Change and Population Growth in Pakistan

6 Events Recap

CDPR
2023 Year
NEWSLETTER

IN REVIEW

c d p r

Responding to Pakistan's Floods

The last few decades have witnessed tremendous progress in global 
human development: since 1990, the percentage of the population living in 
extreme poverty has declined from 36% to 9.2% in 2022; neonatal mortality 
rates are down by 51%; and global maternal mortality has declined by 38% 
(since 2000). Despite such progress, several problematic practices persist. 
Child marriage is one such practice: 12 million girls are married before the 
age of 18 every year – 4 nearly 1 every 2 seconds.

If one can pin down the challenges of Pakistan's economy to one issue, it 
would be a low level of productivity compared to the rest of the world. The 
country's low productivity is responsible for the stagnation of 
manufacturing, dismal exports, and recurrent balance of payments 
problems. Unfortunately, the real estate activities, particularly investment 
and trading of plots, are partly responsible for the low economic 
productivity of the country as it has displaced capital away from the 
innovative and job-creating sectors of the economy into the empty plots of 
land.

Foundational Learning During Emergencies-
Learning is Not a Lost Cause in Pakistan

Navigating Pakistan's Power Sector Crisis:
Challenges, IMF Recommendations, and the
Path to Sustainable Reform
Pakistan faces turbulent times as it grapples with a looming sovereign 
default brought on by maturing external debt payments and a shortage of 
foreign reserves. To avoid a potential sovereign default, Pakistan is 
seeking assistance from the International Monetary Fund (IMF). An 
important issue that concerns the IMF is the debt crisis in Pakistan's 
electricity sector for whose solution the IMF has made certain 
recommendations. 

BY DR. IJAZ NABI
BY DR. SHER AFGHAN

Understanding Informality in the Wholesale Retail and Real
Estate Sector

Informing the Design of a Conditional Cash Transfer to Improve
Mother and Child Health Outcomes in Sindh
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PROJECTS RECAP

INSIGHTS FOR CHANGE RECAP 

Pathways to Development

Panel Convenors Panelists

This conference was hosted jointly by the following institutions: 

Institute of Development & Economic Alternatives (IDEAS), Chaudhry Nazar Muhammad Department of Economics at LUMS, Mahbub ul Haq Research Centre 
at LUMS, Institute of Development Studies at University of Sussex (IDS), Consortium for Development Policy Research (CDPR), International Growth Centre, 
and Centre for Economic Research in Pakistan (CERP).

December 18-20, 2023 Lahore University of Management Sciences (LUMS)
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podcast recap
Here is our pick of the top 5 episodes of season 1:

Saving Pakistan from Default

LISTEN HERELISTEN HERE

Why Are Pakistanis Leaving the
Country?

LISTEN HERELISTEN HERE

Pakistan's Foreign Policy in
Review

LISTEN HERELISTEN HERE

Navigating Climate Governance 

LISTEN HERELISTEN HERE

How Much Say Do Voters Have
over Election Outcomes?

LISTEN HERELISTEN HERE

LISTEN HERELISTEN HEREWATCHWATCH

Session 1
Data on Air Quality and Pollution

OMAR MASUD
CEO, Urban Unit

NAZISH AFRAZ
Programme Economist SEED

SHOTARO NAKAMURA
PhD Candidate, University
of California, Davis

MOHAMMAD MALICK
Lead Survey Wing
IDEAS

INFORMING THE DESIGN OF A CONDITIONAL CASH
TRANSFER TO IMPROVE MOTHER AND CHILD HEALTH

OUTCOMES IN SINDH

AUTHORS

SYEDA WARDA RIAZ MICHAEL R. CARTER RASHID MEMON

FINAL REPORT PAK-22079  |  JANUARY 2023

FUNDED BYDIRECTED BY

Towards Industrial Policy 2.0 – Part 1

Towards Industrial Policy 2.0 – Part 2

MOU Signing on Climate Change

Zara Salman Dr. Sohail Anwar (CEO, CDPR) and  (Secretary, P&D)
signed the MOU on behalf of their organizations

At the meeting, team CDPR and IGC made presentations on the importance of addressing climate 
change with a focus on three thematic areas:

Sustainable Cities Energy Agriculture and Food Security

READ MOREREAD MORE

On 27th July 2023, in a meeting led by then Chairman Planning & Development Board (P&D), Punjab Dr. Ali 
Sarfraz Hussain, and with invaluable support from the International Growth Centre (IGC), CDPR 
successfully signed an MoU with P&D Punjab. They are currently collaborating on a journey to devise a 
comprehensive climate change agenda.

The P&D team also presented the work that was being undertaken at that time as well as planned initiatives 
and identified areas of synergy between the organizations.

The Consortium for Development Policy Research (CDPR) held a consultative workshop to discuss the 
findings of recent research on air quality in collaboration with the International Growth Centre (IGC) and 
Mahbub ul Haq Research Centre (MHRC) on July 20, 2023, at LUMS.

The workshop was divided into two sessions, each of which intended to generate a dialogue on the policy 
challenges and practical solutions that can improve the lives of Pakistani citizens vulnerable to the harmful 
impact of poor air quality. Dr. Sanval Nasim (Assistant Professor, Colby College) moderated the discussion 
and Dr. Parvez Hassan (Senior Partner, Hassan and Hassan) delivered a keynote speech.

The first session focused on measuring the type and sources of pollutants in Punjab and understanding 
citizens' beliefs about air pollution and how it shapes their behaviour.

The presenters for this session included 

AMNA SHAHAB 
Director, ECOlogical 

AHMAD IMRAN ASLAM
Environment Specialist,
World Bank

Session 2
Regulatory Challenges

The second session focused on understanding local policy and regulatory challenges in tackling air pollution and identifying new areas for research and policy work to 
support regulator's mitigation and adaptation efforts.

WATCHWATCHREAD MOREREAD MORE

The presenters for this session included 

Setting the Agenda for Climate Change and Development in Pakistan

WATCHWATCH

One of the leading champions of the CCDR, John Roome, presented the key messages and recommendations of 
the report and, together with the panel and the audience, explored the constraints that have prevented Pakistan 
from achieving this climate-development convergence so far.

The Consortium for Development Policy Research in collaboration with the International Growth Centre (IGC) and 
the World Bank held a session of Lahore Policy Exchange on 'Setting the Agenda for Climate and Development in 
Pakistan'. The session was held on Thursday, 15th June 2023 at the Consortium for Development Policy 
Research.

The World Bank recently launched the Country Climate and Development Report (CCDR) for Pakistan that 
provides recommendations on how to integrate climate resilience with development planning and investment 
while maximizing opportunities for emissions reduction.

Climate Change and Population Growth in Pakistan

WATCHWATCH

The Consortium for Development Policy Research in collaboration with the International Growth Centre 
(IGC) and the Mahbub ul Haq Research Centre (MHRC) held a session of Lahore Policy Exchange on 
Climate Change and Population Growth in Pakistan. The session was held on Friday, 10th February 2023.

Climate change over the coming decades is expected to affect the ability of land to support the lives and 
livelihoods of much of the world's population, and an increasing population will compound these impacts. 
Population pressure rises when land quality declines or when population size rises. It is imperative to study 
the impacts of rising population pressure as many of the countries expected to suffer degradation in land 
quality due to climate change.

Climate Change and Population Growth in Pakistan

David Weil
(Professor of Economics,
Brown University

 Ali Tauqeer
Member National Climate
Change Council

Human Geographer and Assistant Professor, LUMS

Maryam Ibrahim

Lahore Policy Exchange

c d p r Mahbub Ul Haq
Research Center

th10  February

03:30pm - 05:00pm

2023 Friday

VENUE: 19 A FCC Scheme, Maratib Ali Road, Gulberg 4

A candid conversation with:

Lahore Policy Exchange

th15  JUNE 2023

04:30pm - 06:15pm
ThursdayVENUE:

19 A FCC Scheme, Maratab
Ali Road, Gulberg IV, Lahore

c d p r

Mr. John Roome 
Regional Director, South Asia
Sustainable Development,
World Bank

Dr. Omar Masud
CEO Urban Unit

SPEAKER SPEAKER

Environmentalist and Lawyer

Mr. Rafay Alam 

SPEAKER

SPEAKER

Economist & Food Security
Specialist

Ms. Amina Bajwa

Lawyer and Climate

Change Specialist

Ms. Sara Hayat
Tamman

MODERATOR

How would Avoiding Child Marriages Affect
Human Capital Outcomes in Pakistan?
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https://cdpr.org.pk/wp-content/uploads/2023/07/The-Dark-Side-of-Real-Estate.pdf
https://cdpr.org.pk/wp-content/uploads/2023/04/Navigating-Pakistans-Power-Sector-Crisis-2.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCKkYNykyUZ_l-68qw7JsLVg/featured
https://twitter.com/CDPRPak
https://www.instagram.com/cdprpak/
https://www.facebook.com/CDPRPak
https://www.linkedin.com/company/consortium-for-development-policy-research/
https://cdpr.org.pk/wp-content/uploads/2023/05/Understanding-Informality-in-the-Wholesale-Retail-Real-Estate-Sectors.pdf
https://cdpr.org.pk/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/The-Economic-Effects-of-Inter-Sectarian-Contact.pdf
https://cdpr.org.pk/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/Informing-the-Design-of-Conditional-Cash-Transfers-1.pdf
https://cdpr.org.pk/wp-content/uploads/2023/02/Responding-to-Pakistan-floods.pdf
https://cdpr.org.pk/wp-content/uploads/2023/08/Towards-Industrial-Policy-2.0-Part-1.pdf
https://cdpr.org.pk/wp-content/uploads/2023/09/Towards-Industrial-Policy-2.0-Part-2.pdf
https://cdpr.org.pk/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/How-Would-Avoiding-Child-Marriages-affect-Human-Capital-Outcomes-in-Pakistan.pdf
https://cdpr.org.pk/wp-content/uploads/2023/07/The-Dark-Side-of-Real-Estate.pdf
https://cdpr.org.pk/wp-content/uploads/2023/11/Foundational-Learning-during-Emergencies-Learning-is-Not-a-Lost-1.pdf
https://cdpr.org.pk/wp-content/uploads/2023/04/Navigating-Pakistans-Power-Sector-Crisis-2.pdf
https://cdpr.org.pk/podcast-lets-talk-development/episode-1-saving-pakistan-from-default/
https://cdpr.org.pk/podcast-lets-talk-development/why-are-pakistanis-leaving-the-country/
https://cdpr.org.pk/podcast-lets-talk-development/pakistans-foreign-policy-in-review/
https://cdpr.org.pk/podcast-lets-talk-development/navigating-climate-governance/
https://cdpr.org.pk/podcast-lets-talk-development/how-much-say-do-voters-have-over-election-outcomes/
https://cdpr.org.pk/podcast-lets-talk-development/afghans-forced-exodus-justified-or-unwarranted/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XXkYcfjk8S8&t=2s
https://cdpr.org.pk/events/pathways-to-development-conference-2023/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZMvNTz2CkqM&t=637s
https://cdpr.org.pk/events/mou-signing-on-climate-change/
https://cdpr.org.pk/events/pakistans-air-pollution-research-policy-and-practice/
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLSWaMl0f8GqswkDe4Bge7uGbboh5NwxNH
https://cdpr.org.pk/events/setting-the-agenda-climate-change-and-development-in-pakistan/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GWhdGh5Vy6c
https://cdpr.org.pk/events/climate-change-and-population-growth-in-pakistan/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Z4lcdeBl8MM
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