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In Pakistan, policy decisions and public discourse are often 
uniformed by available research. The Consortium for 
Development Policy Research (CDPR) bridges this gap by 
communicating cutting-edge, evidence-based research on 
development issues in Pakistan to an audience of 
policymakers, students, the media and the wider public. With 
support from the International  Growth Centre (IGC), CDPR 
disseminates policy briefs, hosts events, engages with the 
media and produces digital content to make topics in 
development research such as economic growth, energy, 
education, health and governance intelligible to both 
decision makers & the public.
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Electricity generation by type GWh (yearly)
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CDPR's and IGC's 'Insights for Change' series attempts to take an 
analytical approach to devising action-oriented policy solutions. They are 
authored by economists and practitioners who are experts in their field. 

Insights for Change 

Pakistan's Fiscal Crisis
The latest Insights for Change article attributes Pakistan's low tax 
collection as being the heart of its economic crisis, and discusses the 
inequities, fragmentation and complexities of Pakistan's tax base, as well 
as the gaps in tax policy and administration. It offers key 
recommendations for Pakistan to enhance its progress through tax policy 
reforms, automation, and improved governance.

The author of this article, Naghma-e-Tehniat Jerral, is a Governance and 
Economic Adviser in the British High Commission, where she leads on 
design and implementation of FCDO's economic governance 
programmes.

READ MORE

Naghma-e-Tehniat Jerral
Governance and Economic Adviser in
the British High Commission

Policy Analysis

This is an on-going project funded by the International Growth Centre. The principal 
investigators are Katherine Vyborny (Associate Director, DevLab, Duke University), 
Erica Field (Associate Professor, Duke University), Adil Saeed (Associate Director, 
Centre for Economic Research in Pakistan), Robert Garlick (Researcher) and 
Nivedhitha Subramanian (Researcher).

It aims to identify the best-matched workers for their vacancies, increasing matches 
and firm productivity. This will be particularly important for small and new firms which 
can't make costly investments in screening technology to help them grow and 
compete. Another potential benefit would be expanding the pool of candidates 
available and discouraging network hiring, particularly benefitting women and job 
seekers on the margins who lack social networks in the labour market in order to help 
reduce inequalities.

In developing countries, the labour markets tend to experience many frictions that 
impact efficient firm-worker matching. Information frictions can hinder firms' attempts 
to observe workers skills and productivity, spatial frictions can separate firms and 
workers, regulatory frictions can deter firms from hiring and gender identity norms can 
hurt some workers and firms. This project explores how improved information through 
auditing may affect recruitment outcomes. Manipulating the information that firms 
have on applicants' work experience and the knowledge about information firms 
possess to see how this impacts the behaviour of job seekers and employers.

Follow up Data: Firm Growth and Information Frictions in the
Market for Skills

READ MORE

Let's Talk
Development

Pakistan is one of the most impacted countries by climate 
change, consistently ranking among the top ten countries 
on the vulnerability scale. Yet it relies heavily on fossil fuels 
for its energy consumption, which globally contributes to 
about 75% of the total GHG emissions. Hence, it has become 
essential to switch to renewable energy. In this episode, Dr. 
Nauman Ahmad Zaffar and Amna Shahab explore climate 
change and the energy sector in Pakistan, discuss the path 
towards greening Pakistan's energy sector, and examine the 
challenges and the potential solutions associated with the 
transition towards renewable energy.

CDPR and IGC's podcast series called 'Let's Talk 
Development' is about understanding Pakistan's crucial 
economic and development problems. We engage experts in 
exploring critical development issues and trends in Pakistan.

Greening Pakistan's Energy Sector
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MOU Signing with PLGA 
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Events

The Consortium for Development 
Policy Research (CDPR) signed an MOU 
with PLGA on the 10th of December 
2024, as part of the National 
Workshop on Sustainable & Innovative 
Models for Public Service Delivery. This 
workshop was held as a co-creation 
opportunity to support the initiative by 
the Punjab Intermediate Cities 
Improvement Investment Program 
(PICIIP) to enhance sustainability and 
improve the efficiency of intermediate 
cities in Punjab.

Events
MOU Signing with PLGA

READ MORE

https://cdpr.org.pk/wp-content/uploads/2024/10/Article-Pakistans-Fiscal-Crises.pdf
https://www.theigc.org/collections/follow-data-firm-growth-and-information-frictions-market-skills
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NnmNVLEC8dM
https://cdpr.org.pk/podcast-lets-talk-development/greening-pakistans-energy-sector/
https://podcasts.apple.com/gb/podcast/greening-pakistans-energy-sector/id1677075683?i=1000669260466
https://open.spotify.com/show/3cX8KzLegWxwTa2lOmMEZ6
https://cdpr.org.pk/events/mou-signing-between-plga-and-cdpr/
https://www.dawn.com/news/1871592
https://www.dawn.com/news/1874024/smog-and-schooling 
https://www.dawn.com/news/1874258
https://www.facebook.com/CDPRPak
https://x.com/i/flow/login?redirect_after_login=%2Fcdprpak
https://www.instagram.com/cdprpak/
https://www.linkedin.com/authwall?trk=bf&trkInfo=AQELU6W3JwF2MQAAAZQHbw1QDAt9n5Gc-veZ5_K-PLnetBKi1FJhkWgi8eDiyI56SIJ0bYfWaektWIXBTylBHKJzci92PpKe2FhNlFwrTNlVZpXtrF83n_aM2f8eIPa_RgmRRTo=&original_referer=&sessionRedirect=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.linkedin.com%2Fcompany%2Fconsortium-for-development-policy-research%2F%3FviewAsMember%3Dtrue
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCKkYNykyUZ_l-68qw7JsLVg
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